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School Overview

Our Environment

Our school is a vibrant and forward thinking community of learners. We are situated on the

southern shores otake Wendouree in Ballarat. The school has provided significant educational

services dating from its foundation in 1877. Pleasant Street Primary School is proud of its tradition
and looks forward to the future with confidence.

The very committed profesonal teaching teamwvork together to ensure effective, consistent and
engaging programs are planned and Iempented. The school is agly engaged in providing our
students with a curriculum appropriate for the 2tentury. Professional learning amenewal is
actively encouraged and supported for our staff.

The curriculum is enhanced by a variety of extuaricular activities including excursions and camps,
special event days, sports progransshool concert and performance groupistrumental mug
tuition, debating teams, University of NSW competitions, and student leadepsbipams

The Special Needs program is a key element of our school providing many children with disabilities

and /or learning difficulties the opportunity to become sucdabsand valued participants at our
a0Kz22ft o I N} y3aS 2F &aLISOAIf ySSRA LINBNANG{YE [AVER
programs to support our higher achievers continue to be an important focus.

We recognise and value the importance of thartnership between the home and the school in the
development and learning of each child. The family school partnership is highly valued and well
supported by a highevel of participation. The school enjoys excellent community support. The
communityis kept well informed of school events and programs through strong communication links
and this assists in the maintenance of enthusiasm, spirit and pride.

School Council is committed to the continuous improvement endeavours that are practised within
the school. Sultommittees are active in their support of educational and operational practices and
procedures.

The school has maintained and continues to strive to develop a stimulating, safe and strong learning
oriented environment for all members of itslol community.

Our Purpose

Pleasat Street Primary School aims to provide a nurturing and challenging environment that
promotes enthusiasm for learning and prepares individuals to become reflective and valued
members of society.

In order to deliver oucore purpose our school will:
- Demonstrate exemplary teaching and learning
- Encourage and support innovation and reflection
- Build strong partnerships between school, home and the wider community
- See each member of our community as an individual
- Recognise ahcelebrate efforts and achievements

Our Values

The qualities that we value at Pleasant Street Primary School are; respect, honesty, excellence,
resilience and creativity.
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Student Erolments
We continue to have high interest from new families

wishing toenrol in our school. In an effort to maintain
our current enrolments, we have fully implemented

Total students enrolled in school

our revised enrolment policy in line with the gggi
Department of Education and Early childhood£ 250 1

Development (DEECD). This ensures education§ 200
provision in our neighourhood area whilst continuing ® ¢5q
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educational and safety needsWe are aiming to 50 -
maintain our current enrolment of approximately 350. 0

2006 2007 2008

Parent Satisfaction

The results of our annual Parent Opinion Survey contimughbw a high level of parent satisfaction
for our school. In 2008, we also undertoc@kamilyschool partnership research projedthe results

of this project indicated that the communication between school and home and the support
provided to familiesri parenting issues with regard to learning at home and school are strong.

Parents' satisfaction with this school We continueto inform and involve our parents
(average score on scale of 1 to 7, where 7 is best through information sessions, newsletters,
possible score) assemblies and our website. Parental support is
7 evident in the assistance of our curriculum
- programs, school events, fundraising activities,
4 Classroom Carers and School Council. We
endeavour to provide an open door policy at our
school and encourage parents to communicate
their needs about the education of their children,
both socially and intkectually. We provide
support, when required, to families in need.

high
satisfaction

low
satisfaction
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Commonwealth Requirements

Teacher Satisfactior The average score for teacher satisfaction using the school morale variable at
this school was 82.9 on a scale from 0 to 100 where 4@ei best possible score. This is above the
State mean.

TeacherAbsence~The average number of days absent per teacher3v@4days.

TeachemRetention~ Of the 24 teaching staff at June 2007 (including those on leave without pay), 18
or 75%were stillat the school at June 2008. This figure across all Government schools was 84%

TeacherParticipation in Professional LearningAll teaching staff have participated in professional

learning during the year through Curriculum Days, staff meetings, profedsieams focussed on
A0dRSYG tSFNYAY3I FyR &GdRSyd 6SttoSAay3 FyR Sy3|
programs. The Leadership Team were successful in their application to participate in the State
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through access to a coach and providing learning and networking opportunities.

Teacher Qualifications ~ All teachers in Victorian Government schools are registered with the

Victorian Institute of Teadhg. The requirements for registration with the Victorian Institute of
Teaching can be found http://www.vit.vic.edu.au/content.asp?Document_1D=241



http://www.vit.vic.edu.au/content.asp?Document_ID=241
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Principal's Report

What a fanastic year wénavehad at Pleasant Street Primary School in 2008!

The year wasaction packedds usugdlwith manysignificant eventsachievements, and celebrations

We also experienced a touch of sadness with our beloved school Principal, Wendy Rahkgr, b
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excellent learning results across the school in the core aread.itefacy, Numeracy, and
Interdisciplinary Learning. These learning outcomes are due to our highly skilled staff and their
ability to differentiate the curriculum and cater to the many and varied individual needs of our
students, the strong partnershipsat we have with our parent community, and to the efforts of our

students to challenge themselves and strive for excellence.
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our visitors from Jiangsu Proem in China. The students and teacher had a terrific time practising
their English and learning all about life in Ballaaatl this was an excellent multicultural learning
experience for our studentsOur School Concert was again brilliant, showcasiego#rforming arts
talents of both our students and staff. Our choir also celebrated a very successful year and due to
their popularity in the community, they even had to turn down some performances offers! Our
debating teams were again highly successfuthe Royal South Street debating competitions with
one team being awarded runnetgp. We also celebrated the huge number of students who
received credits, distinctions, and high distinctions in the University of NSW competitions. Of course,
we greatlyenjoyed the many highlights of our camps and excursions and the many sporting events
that we participatel in during the year.
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Dower was a Victorian Teacher btitYear finalist and Kaye Bennett was the Regional Winner of the
Lindsay Thompson Fellowshjdantastic achievements and deserved public accolades for the work

of these two gifted educators.
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Pleasant Street Primary School was also pleased to be awartlgil @ & S@SNI f 3INI y G aX
and | continued our participation in the Innovation and Next Practice Literacy Design Team project
developing a Digital Literacy Framework, and Kaye Bennett and Trish Dower received another
Innovation and Next Practice gramo research Social Networking as a learning tool and they
developed the highly successful MathsBook project. Kaye also received a research grant to further
delve into our family school partnerships.

Our School Council aip contributed significantly dingli KS & S NX  ¢ciiniittBes wicdeg & dzo
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Image Makers completed the process of developing a new logo for our school! These tasks were
quite momentous and relied upon a high degree of commitment, consultation, collaboration, and
teamwork; | thank the council for their ongoing support and dedication to our school.

Congratulations to our students, staff, and parents for their continuddresf and support to ensure
that Pleasant Street Primary School is a vibrant and caring learning community.

Karen Biggelaar



Pleasant Street Primary School
School Council President's Report

As my School Council term comes to an end | am pleased to report that it has been anothandus
successful year for our school and its community. Staff, students and parents have worked together
throughout the year to ensure success and positive outcomes in academic, sporting and fundraising
activities.

A highlight of the year was the selearti of our new school principal. The vacancy attracted a number
of excellent candidates who went through an extensive selection process and the most outstanding
of these was our own Karen Biggelaar. The-cubmittees and other parent volunteers, Image
Makers, Money Makes and Greenies, have all worked enthusiastically and purposefully in creating a
new school logo, revitalising our market and creating safe alternative recreational outdoor areas. A
review of infrastructure and water usage was undertaken tettdr provide for our school
community in the future.

Due to increased regulations the School Council, after much consideration, decided to outsource our
After School Care program so that this vital service to our school community could be maintained.

As | complete my year as the School Council President | would like to thank the staff and other parent
representatives for their continued effort and involvement during the year. | have enjoyed my time
as a School Council member and highly recommend qibegnts become involved in a similar role

la GKA&a ftft2648 || RAOGSNEAGE 2F &al1Affta FyR SELISNA
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the schl. For me personally watching the care and concern from the all the staff was inspiring and
rewarding. We are part of a great school!

Phil Catterson
School Council President
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StudentLearning

Overview

As outling in our Strategic Plan, teachers have been working to strengthen assessment and
reporting practices across the school. As part of this focus, the school engaged in an audit of current
assessment practices, investigated new options and alternatives, dledtezl on a balanced whole
school approach to assessment. A whole school assessment document was compiled and distributed
to all teaching staff. As part of this process, we embedded Personal Learning and Interpersonal
Development assessment strategieoinder to improve curriculum delivery.

In 2008, we continued to work with Dr Jeni Wilson from Melbourne University to further develop and
enhance our inquiry approach to learning. After consultation with our parents and teachers we
developed acommonundéB G F YRAY 3 2F (GKS W. A3 LRSIFaAQ GKFG LI
for children to have a deep understanding of before leaving our school at the end of Year 6. As a
conclusion of this process, the Teaching and Learning Team published a doculieehFoaussing

on Inquiry identifying specific topics and understandings, which will be delivered over-getwo

cycle, ensuring that all VELS domains and dimensions are addressed.

During Terms 3 and 4, Information and Communication Technology (ICTd#ukey focus as we

worked together to develop expertise in digital technologies for all staff and develop a strategic plan

to take our school towards a 2XCentury vision in digital technology. Using the ePotential survey

and online learning tools, evidentified staff capabilities that enabled us to develop the eLearning

Plan to provide direction for teaching and learning. Part of this process involved installation of Smart

.21 NRa FONR&aa Iff 3INIRS fS@Sta aRRA SADIPT ® KBdzlSLIX
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share, celebrate and learn ways this technology can further support student learning.

Pleasant St continued to participate in Iimations and Next
Practice projects. A Digital Literacy Tool for teaching ar
learning was further developed. This included presentations { @E
representatives from the Ultranet, Innovations Branch ¥ |
Australian Council for Educational Research, VCAA, Cumiculll '
Corporation and Regional Education Staff that resulted in t S
projected being further supported to be trialled within our, J
school and across the state. We also participated in a prograggi
utilising a social networking tool to further differentiate the
curriculum for our mathematically gifted and talented
students in the years-8. The results of auesearch indicated
that MathsBok was a highly effective tool for engaging
students and supporting teachers to challenge these high
able students.
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Our strongfocus on Numeracy and Literacy was continued i
2008, which has been reflected in our pleasing results from
NAPLAN and the Teacher assessment of student progress.
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Targets and Achievements
Our key Numeracy and Literacy target in Student Learning for®@68hat Years 3 and 5 students

would attain achievement levels at or above the State Mean in Literacy and Numeracy in AIM/
NAPLAN data

The following summarises the teacher judgements against Victorian Essential Learning progress in
student learning fo2008:

Reading
In theassessment of readindata, whichonly assessesightreadingability, the results in Preg Yr 2
were:

0 83.3% of Prep students were reading unseen text at Level 5 wigh190% accuracy.

U 83.3% of Year 1 students were reading unsexx at Level 15 with 99100% accuracy.

0 100% of Year 2 students were reading unseen text at Level 20 with0®% accuracy.

Ewdence from the Teacher Judgements against VELS indicated:

100% of Prep students achieved at or above the expected level.
96%00f Year 1 students achieved at or above the expected level.
98% of Year 2 students achieved at or above the expected level.
100% of Year 3 students achieved at or above the expected level.
85% of Year 4 students achieved at or above the expected level.
85%of Year 5 students achieved at or above the expected level.
86% of Year 6 students achieved at or above the expected level.

[t et et B en B en N e e

Writing

Evidence from the Teacher Judgements against VELS indicated:

100% of Prep students achieved at or above the expected. level
96% of Year 1 students achieved at or above the expected level.

98% of Year 2 students achieved at or above the expected level.

96% of Year 3 students achieved at or above the expected level.

81% of Year 4 students achieved at or above the expected level

84% of Year 5 students achieved at or above the expected level.

80% of Year 6 students achieved at or above the expected level.
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Number
Evidence from the Teacher Judgements
against VELS indicated:
0 100% of Prep students achieved at
or above the expectettvel.
0 96% of Year 1 students achieved at
or above the expected level.
0 98% of Year 2 students achieved at
or above the expected level.
0 96% of Year 3 students achieved at
or above the expected level.
U 94% of Year 4 students achieved at
or above the expectetvel.
U 83% of Year 5 students achieved at
or above the expected level.
U 84% of Year 6 students achieved at
or above the expected level.
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NAPLAN Year 3 and 5 Reading Against State Mean.

U In Year 3the scaled State Mean wdd5.8and our school mean was8.0.
U In Year 5the scaled State Mean wd®92.1and our school mean wa&31.3

NAPLAN Year 3 and 5 Writing Against State Mean.
U In Year 3the scaled State Mean wd®1.2and our school mean wakb1.4
U In Year 5the scaled State Mean wd®6.0and our schol mean wa$20.5

NAPLAN Year 3 and 5 Numeracy Against State Mean.

U In Year 3the scaled State Mean wd4.6.1and our school mean wak63.4
U In Year 5the scaled State Mean wd87.8and our school mean wdsl 8.6

Percentage of students achieving at or above the National Minimum Standard
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What worked, w & RARY QG FyR gKIFd RAR 6S &SI Ny

- The Literacy support program that was provided to support the students in Year 1 was
successful with 96% of students achieving at or above expected level. The ability of these
students to read unsighted texts has improvednh 63.9% in 2007 to 83.3% in 2008.

- A strong focus in Years 3 and 4 on developing teaching and learning practices for
differentiating the curriculum in Literacy has been evidenced by an increase of 8% for
students achieving above expected lev@lsacherjudgements against the VELS in reading
haveindicated 26% in 2007 were achieving above expected levels compared to 34% in 2008.

- Our continued focus on Numeracy has seen our school maintain strong data sets for those
achieving at or above expected lev&his is evidenced by the teacher judgements against
VELS and Year 3 and 5 NAPLAN data

- Whilst achieving above State Mean in all areas investigation of our teacher judgements
3t Ayad GKS 29[ { Ay 9y3ftAakK AYyRAOLI (earas6 G KI G
students are below expected level. Therefore an overall focus on writing and spelling in these
years needs to be continued and further developed. Teachers are exploring programs to
address this.



Pleasant Street Primary School
Student Engagement and Wellbeing

Overview
During 20@, the Student Engagement and Wellbeing team undertook a number of projects:
- ¢KS SELX 2N} GA2Yy 2F az20Aalf FyR Syz2iadAzzyltt Ayl
learning needs
- The development of classroom agreements based on our school values
- The surveing of parents Prep to Year 6 to develop benchmarks of the quality of our family
school partnerships
- The promotion of connectedness across year levels through family groupings (Tomodachi
groups) and multage activities
- The piloting of single gender oppartities in the Middle Years of schooling
- The surveying of Years 3 and 4 students to develop cohort data for student connectedness
- The exploration of milestone possibilities for students in Year 4

Targetsand Achievements
Our student Engagement and wellbgitargets for 2008 were aslfows:

Student Engagement and Wellbeing 2008 Targets Achievement
To maintain a mean of 50®n the Parent Opinion Survey for Student Safety 4.98 ~
To maintain 15% or less net disagree responses in Year 5 for Student Mora 11% P
To maintain 15% or less net disagree responses in Year 5 for Connectedne 8% P
Peers
To maintain 10% or less net disagree responses in Year 6 for Student Mora 6% P
To maintain 10% or less net disagree responses in Year 6 for Connectedne 304 P
Pees 0
To maintain cohort improvement from Year 5 to Year 6 for girls in Student Mean =
Morale 5.37 5.62
To maintain cohort improvement from Year 5 to Year 6 for girls in Mean =
Connectedness to Peers 421 4.33
To demonstrate cohort improvement fno Years 4 to 5 Student Safety 3 3'\11661; 91 P
To demonstrate cohort improvement from Years 5 to 6 Student Safety 3 6'\4[6612 00 P
To demonstrate cohort improvement from Year 5 to Year 6 for girls in Class Mean =
Behaviour 2.27 2.86

We are ddéighted to report these very pleasing results and we look forward to maiimigiand
improving these in 2009.
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Student Connectedness
Student Connectedness, as indicated by thevey Student connectedness to school
results of Years 5 and 6 students, indicate (a"erageS°°re°gf::i:;:ilotfe?‘ where Sis best
satisfaction at 4.3 om 5-point scale. This continues i

our positive trend with a slight increase each year. N 5 -

The personalised learning and inquiry approach we
introduced to the Senior Unit during 2008. The 3 A
results of the Attitudes to School survey completel
by our Years 5 an@l students, indicatea high level of
improvement in learning confidence, which is great tc
see.
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Yearsb & 6
2006 ®2007 ®=2008
Student Absences

Pleasant Street Primary School again maintained below average
levels of absenteeism during 2008. School attendance and

Average number of absent days
per student

15 | small numbers of uexplained absences indicate that students
mostly arrive at school on time each day, ready for learning. At

87 our school the average days absent per student was 11 days

i | compared to the state mean of 13.4 days.

27 We aim to continue to reduce absenteeism by goging

0 - families and individual students with attendance issues as well

Prep to Year 6 as improving the wellbeing, connection, and engagement of all
2006 ®W2007 ®2008  stydents.

Student Pathways and
Transitions

Overview

During 2008, the Student Engagement a
Wellbeing team exploredhe celebrations and
milestones that we have in each year level,
continue to strengthen key transition points
throughout the school.

Targets and Achievements
Our student Pathways and Transition targe
for 2008 was as follows:

Student Pathways and Trait®ns 2008 Target Achievement

To maintain a mean of 5.or above for Transition on the Parent Opinion Survs 5.70 P

We were again very pleased see that we met the target and we look forward to maintaining and
improving this result in 2009.
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